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Src]IP;poneroﬁTHqu.l. szx'r Jou‘a.vAL :
\YE -\S:IINGIOY-—The Reazan administeas
t:‘.n ha.; qmet.ly wun& towar vnth the Soviel

: "‘lus 15 a. ‘war, ot 1deas. and the, admuus-
iration takes it just as seriously as it takes
its mi!i:ary buildup against the Soviets. The
warofi ea_s cct.Id beculr'e Jl.st as cont“over-
'~.=_I . i
Thka Reaa:m team Is. com‘inced tJvat the
oviet J'uon has been effective in its own
. pmpa_ng:da campaizn to discredit American §!
‘foreizn poriclas . and win the hearts and
minds of peeple aound the globe. Reagan-
irtes think that this Soviet campaign helps
evzlain why U.S, arms-contiol 2od mititary
folicies are so heavily m:cr.,.ed In p!aces
L\e Vwestern Europe. - . .
- 8o th2 administration’is countemttackma
zcioss severzl fronts.’ A few examples: -
—President Reazan rec*mtl'y signed a se
cret directive setting up four highlevel! ad-
rinistraton comrrutt.ees to hnp*ove"‘pub!tc
-..JD"'E..CY' 2broad.” | ;
~Tze V01c=- of. Amenca ard P.adm Free:
Evroce will ke modernized and expanded,’
zd the administrasion is stepping up the
se of satelliza television broadeasts to send
5 message world-wide. Polard. has offic-.
jaliy protesied to the ULS_ that recent 'ag--
zressive” VOA and- Radio Free Europe;
brozdeasts are atte'nuurw o "daa.zbmze“
tha couatry. . .
—A Soviet KGE defector Is helpmﬂ' U S.
oficials to spet and rebut Soviet dismrtions
and disinformation: :
~Tha adm.u-:stranon has unvelﬁd PmJ-
ec; Dermocracy, a plan to premoie Ameri-
20-style govarmment abroad by funneling
"_'-ds 10 programs like the AFL-CIO's over-
szas operations and setting up orgzanizations
lit2 one to pLSh democratic mv.t:tuduns in
Lziin America. .7 - IR R A

o T,
Tametoal
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. tion:*You may-sell’ a bad candy bar-from

o Thn countenr.tqu Tis needed because

" the Soweta obviously ave winning the war of

ideas,”. says Charles Wick, the director of

. [l.e Y S _Iutormamn Agency and the driving

forco‘ueium! much of the push. M. Wick m-
a fasttalking formenr band lsader ‘and ‘2
friend of President Reagan's. At 2 recent in-

N "-.' Liview, he wore a necktie labeled “Dencc-

< r’c:,L o't & specmmr -sport”’” and- fretted.
'about Leepinv up, vnth the Soviets”: “ensr—_'

AN AL a. tlme oE budvct

ﬂte admuusmlxon - considers : this+ publw.—
. telations- drive-irmmportant enoug to.warrant!
< big! mcma.ses,.m..spendmg. The: budget fori
fore:gn-mfomanon and similar-Activities Is
.nsmw 23%s. tlusayear a.ncl the White Fousé
waﬂts ‘another13ss mcrease ta 5823 million:
nexT_ yea.r. But'-Convcess ls smi tm nnﬂ'

:.*;Sﬁephcs think lh admmlstrmon rruc'ht
“‘bewiser -t0, devise: more—effectwe foreien
b -pohcxes rat.her‘th;mrtxy 5o hard toisell the

“oaes. it has..Y'You'¢an’t sell a bad: policy.”
warns John Reinharde, who was thé dicector
“of the- USIA-duxing:the Carter administva-

Madison Avenue. “You' can't do it with 2 pol- .

“Jey.’” Others fear that the administration is |
turning - the “American foreiga-information |
:machu*ery from’an objective (Itspenser of :

-fact into - a- moulhplece for ~ngut wmv
'news.,.z..".:. TR :
:, But the prmdent 5 con:wrhtwe support-
‘ers are delighted. They have-long avgued
that a vigorous American sales progmm is
) essenhal because the world has stopped tak-
ing for cranted Washington's good inten-
tmns The-Reazan administration agrees.
*What's ha.ppenm"” " Mr. Wick says. “The
Soviets are characterizing themselves as the.
peace party, and we're the bad guys."”.< .

"U.S. missiles. if.arms talks don't succeed..” 5

: pmposal seeks to ban “from the face of the

17 May 83

Shmt Jermr-and-Long «

- The'new: “public-relations drive. has batiy
s‘mr‘ term and—rlonv—*anve goals:"In - the
shoit Tun; the- ?dmm'.srrauon waxnts to use
public dxplomacy to-5ell American pohmes
to skeptics abroad: ‘At the momant, the GOP
oriority is to. Febuild public support iV est=
‘ez Europe. for American positions i Euro-
‘pean arms- controt talks with the Soviet in-
ion. Peter Daxley-an former advertising man
who now is;ambassador to Irelagd. "spent,
maore than a\mnm m.Was‘lmvton deve]op-
ing a stratesy i waaye.. = ;
“TAfew questiopablé idzas have. sprung’ up.H
-One cofficial: sugzested having: conservative
fund-rajser Rlchard Vtvuerse conduct a-di-
ract-mail adverﬂsm“ campaiza in Western'
Europe-to SupportAmerican arms-control:
stands and-the -planned deployment. of new,

'7--1;'?‘~ ; =th

The-idea’was rejected after other offi-;
cials decided that. Europeans wouldn't place
-much stock in-a campaign Tan by a conser—
‘valive- American pﬂlmca.l operator. ..»--:_.f'r-

But Mr.. Deu!ey himself gets high marks:
from other zides for teaching the adminis-
tretion to simplify its often-ml.ddled mes-
sage {o the European public-and drive it
kome. For example, on his recent, tour of
Western . Eurcpe, . Vice President . George
Bush stezred . away - from the. technical-
sounding - phrase-*'zero option™ to desciibe
-the Amencan .Zrms-control proposal; in-
stead, he said over and over thai the U.S.

earth’ a whole naw gezeration of American
a7 Soviet:medium-range missiles. .. Gl

Mr. Daxley alsa told the White House that
it needs to go beyond selling arms-control
plaits and combat 2 broader u:sirust of the
-U.8. among ‘young Europeans. .

In the lonﬂ ron, the ac!mm:slratlon 3 crc>al
is to convince peonle in Latin Amerlca and

Vo ma P 8. ¥ .
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" from the Nads:in,World War: I,

. a radio service that would beam. ."accurate
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the Third World, as well as Europe, that the
American system is superior to the Soviets®
Cemmunist model. That is what the admin-
istration hopes to achieve in its Project De~
mecracy; it is asking Congress for $65 mil-.
licr to support institutions like. free Fabor
movements and-political parties.. overseas.

-~ With the same long-range goal in mind,’|
the administration: propeses -to: raise. spend-
ing on. the Voice of ‘America,: the- govern_,
ment's imemationa.l Tadip sennce; “by-33%%
this year and 22% next year:Part of: the-
money. will- go for. stepping up broadeasts to:
Sepsitive Spots-like Eastern Eufope ‘and the
Soviet Umctr:Parrwm go for replacing anti-

beveia

-:.&*v_ea‘ung DOVIEL Lxans,

PR e e s

?

‘quated’ eqmpmeuu.hat leaves the VOA's sig-
. nal’ hard to::plckzuptin many~places..:rhe
Voice-still. usestone: transmitter;, g_aputured

va-In. additions the-: admmnstrat]on ;
16% i increase-in funds for-the separate Radio]
Free- Europe* and*' Radio- Liberty systems
next year’ Those:radio sietworks, financed |
by the governmeni:but run by an‘indepen-~
dent board,” beam: pro-Western messages. in
21 languages:to-countries in the: Soviet bloc:.
U.S: ofHelals- sar Soviet: leaders: have ex-
pressed outrage.in; pnvate meetings over
this Amerfcan -push. in bma:.casnnv to So-
\nct -bloc. countries., = -0 oo

* At the same time, the Whlte House avzun
m]l prod Congress to ‘approve Radio Mam

e

fnformation’to the-Cuban people.: The ad-
ministration’s request died in Congress last
year, largely. because of fears .that-Cuba
would retalmte by Jammmv U.S.. radm st:l.-
tions.

Mr. Wick wanls Lhe Us. govemment to
make more use- of television as well. Last
year, lie helped arrange for Defense Secre-
tary Caspar Weinberger to appear via satel-
lite on national television in Japan to ex-
plain why the admiristration thinks Japan
should spend more on its own defense. Re-
cently the administration beamed " to .19
countries a live broadcast of President Rea-
gan's announcement of his new "European
arms-control offer. - “'Satellite television is
now in the forefront of our public diplomatic
efforts in support'of American pohmes." Mr.
Wick recently told Congress. . i»f) .

The administration also wants more oféi-
clals stationed ‘around the globe- to plug
American policies and rebut Soviet propa-
ganda. So it plans to add 117 new informa-
tion officers in foreign diplomatic posts,
Such officers already are distributing mate
rials that don't pull any punches i mnc:lz-
ing the Soviets. - S

Mr. Wick's deputy. Git Robmson. i'e-
cently told Conservative Digest that the
USIA had issued a brochure showing Soviet
military action in Afgha.mstan-complete
ke said, with pictures of “tanks running
down Afghan children and lethal toys that
blow up kids.” i e

[\

_' ceiving regular

- *There's -'something.-frankly very naive.

- 4. Likewise; some lawmakers'are skeptical

l 'y on_ts of Propaganda_. W

1. ‘3') Wouncs‘j?

Te To cclmter Sowet prop‘.gzmda mmsts !
: {merican diplomatic posts have started re-|
*propaganda alerts’ from-
Washington to tell them of the latest stories
spread by- Soviet pubiicists. Lately, for in-
stance,ithe administration has spotted what
it cails’ a “world-wide disinformation cam-

paign’ against United Nations Arabassador
Jeans Kirkpatrick, in - which~ Corantunist
publications accuse her of such-misdeeds as
taxing bribes from South Africa. Stanislav
Levchenko, a former major in the KGB co-
vert-action.section who has defected to the
U.S.. is a consultant helping the USIA spot
new Sowet propaganda. anc! dlsmformauon
efforts, . C VAR

COItst far from certairk: thouvh that friore-
pubhc refations can alter mndamental prob-
lems; like the belief of many Western Euro-
peans : that - the~ Reagan .administration’s
-2rms-control proposals aren’t serious offers?

‘about the:thought that you could take a’posi-
“tion that’ fsn't.very real and make it more
believable, 7 says John-Steinbruner, the di-
_rector of foreign-policy studies at the Brook-.
“ings” Institution:; “That' Just isn't- going to
vroTk. You have to-start by constructmcr a
inore credible- “policy sty

» '-"ta

oi Project. Democracy..Rep.. Joel Pritchard,
a . Republicar-i. from. : Washington- State, :
-warned Secretary of State- George Shultz at
a recents hearing that foreign. countries
might consider ‘it ‘a- “destabilization pro-|
eram” or simple “mischief-reaking.” The
House Foreign Affairs Committee has voted
to modify the project, and some senators
ha‘.e tried to kill it outright. . : E

- But the Reagan admmnstrahon thmxs the
S(me!s‘ huge propaganda .efforts force the
U.S. to play the game. By one government
estimate, Mascow spends more than 33.3 bil-.
fion on propaganda and other “international |

- political activity.” To beam its radio mes-

sages around the. world, the Soviet govern-
ment has 37 high-powered transnutters The
U.S. has only-six.":i -

Mr. Wick helps keep such prohlems near
the top of the administration’s agenda. He is
described by friend and foe alike as “‘very
energetic.” Words tumble out of his mouth
so quickly that they often get tangled into in-
teresting malapropisms; he says, for exam-
ple, that “West Germans are on the-cutting
line, the firing line, of the cleavage between
East and WesL” Mr. Wick has managed,
though, to turn the USIA into a high-visibil-
ity player vnthm the a.dmmistratmn. He sits

Able the number of youth exchanges with al-

tuna-fish: sandwiches Yo visiting- dignitaries.

7L More troubling’ ta some lS U‘e fear. that-'

Vin on the dm]ys!aft meennvs held by Secre- 1
tary of State Shultz. :%-
He also has pushed lhrough a p]an to dou—

lied countries to 30,000 from 15,000 over the
next three years. U.S. officials hope the plan.
will help whittle down anti-American feel-
ings .among . young, ledders in .Europe. .. R
~%But, M. Wick has aroused pleaty of con-
troversy with his lavish style and his conser-’
‘vative;bent.s He Is seeking-‘a. fivefold. in-f
crease, to 530,600, in the, USD\ biidget for en.”
‘tertainment-in the US. He:explains that the
éntertainment: bidget has..beem +fabsurdly
Yow,*forcing -him- “tor -do-things ke ‘serve:

and spénd. thousands’ “of dollars of his own.
money, for official eatertainment ’ And,” de
spite.a survey showing that.most USIA em-
ptoyces dre-opposed fo: the idea, Mr."Wick’
has, enmeered 2 plotito, move the agency:
i_ggepofﬁce_,!:uildmg in Wash-:
.=' |l; T, “""h.". =

under MrzWick the ;USIA -is° becoming a.
vo:ce~ foz' canservahve Repubhcan— views.: |
Congressmnal cmics pomt ol g 5192000?
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USIA grant toa center run by controveérsial

.| canservative scholar - Ernest Lefever-for 2

series of seminars on the " ethics™ . of nu- :
clear arms and of U.S. arms-control pesi- |
tions. Another gramt went for'a 13-day semi- '
nar to teach allied Eatin American military;
and government spokesmen how to better

deal with the U.S. press.” =

Convress:onal -aides” complam that, the
money used for these grants was mtended
for traditional projectslike “cultural“ex-
changes. Mr. Wickrespondsthat he is. trying
to make grants available to worthy projects
.ot ali stripes and won't practice “reverse
.'McCarlhylsm" by ruling out conservatives.
2 MritWiek - has -also- come” under” fire* in
.Congr@s For increasing the number of politi;
cal” appointees holding: jobs in” his’ agency
and. for filling some-posts. with” “childrer -of
-top administrative officials, such as the son
*of Secretary of Defense Caspar- Weinberger
"and-a-daughter.of National Security: Ad\nser
mlham Clark PR

AN a,ency “otficial sa!d yesterday
Caspar ‘Weinberger -Jr.: angd lns boss,. Mr 1
Robertson. had resxanedh oy




